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NAM MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 
AUGUST 2026 

AUGUST CLUB NGHT 

As we have publicised no official club night this month.  Members are obviously free to attend The 

Station for a social gathering/meal downstairs.   

RECENT TEST PASSES 

Congratulations to our new Full Members, well done. Hopefully see you on club rides and at club 

events. 

 

11th July 

Thomas Daniels 
 

Examiner: 
Dave Slade  

 
Observer: 

Rick Henderson 

 

 

11th July 

Andrew Govan 
 

Examiner: 
Dave Slade  

 
Observer: 
Neil Potts 

 

We received a lovely message from Andrew after he passed his test on the 11th July.  He sent the 

following to Jeff Glen one our Observer Team leaders: 

 

Hi Jeff, 

Yesterday I passed my I.A.M Motorcycle Riding test. 

 

I’d like to leave some feedback on my observer (Neil Potts) please. 

 

When I first met Neil I’d only returned to riding a few months previously following a break of 

approximately 30 years. Since then I’ve had 7 sessions with Neil. From the very first session Neil 

immediately put me at ease and gave a thoroughly detailed post ride review which gave me a clear 

understanding of which areas of my riding needed improvement. Since that initial observed ride Neil 

has provided me with very valuable guidance and support to bring me up to the standard required to 

apply for the test. 

I’ve found Neil’s approach to his observations and post ride debriefs exactly what I needed to develop 

my riding skills further. 

 

I’d have no hesitation in recommending the course itself and Neil to any of my contacts. 

 

Thank you. 

Kind regards. 

Andrew Govan 

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/The+Station/@55.0325399,-1.5853902,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x487e717b418b095b:0xb54ed4d54fb1be35!8m2!3d55.0325399!4d-1.5810128?shorturl=1
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/The+Station/@55.0325399,-1.5853902,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x487e717b418b095b:0xb54ed4d54fb1be35!8m2!3d55.0325399!4d-1.5810128?shorturl=1
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CASH FOR CRASH SCAMS 

Jeff Glen has also found this interesting article on some current scams doing the rounds. Not 

motorcycle related per se but most of us are car drivers.  Check it out at this link. 

AUGUST CLUB RIDES 

All Members Ride – 2nd August 

Organiser: David Johnson: 

This ride will be open to all members of NAM. Associate members and new members who have not 

yet been on a group ride are especially welcome. 

Start Seaton Burn Services – 09:30 food orders, briefing 09:45, first group away by 10:00. 

107-mile route – Tranwell, Dyke Nuek, Netherwitton, Alwinton (lunch stop), Elsdon, Otterburn, 

Bellingham, Hexham (fuel and coffee) Derwent Reservoir. Finish at Brocksbushes Farm shop. 

Lunch at Alwinton Rose and Thistle, first group arriving around 12:00 breakfast menu finishes at 

12:00 but will be taking food orders in advance at 9.30 especially for us, this will be sent to them. A 

Sunday lunch menu is available for those who want. 

Gpx file of route here. 

Menus here and here. 

Full Member Ride – 16th August 

Organiser: Colin Irvine: 

This ride will be for full members of NAM only. Venue and time to follow. 

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED 

Our Ride Coordinator Rod would like to thank the members who volunteered to be either Ride 

Leader or Back marker on the recent All Member and Full Member rides.  Rod is now asking for 3 

volunteers to help with the All Members ride scheduled for Sunday 6th September. If you are able to 

help please contact Rod, ride@namerider.com 

We are still looking for a Social Lead to join the committee to help develop and organise social 

activities and events. Please contact your Chair or any committee member if you can offer your 

services. 

  

https://www.confused.com/campaign/crash-for-cash-travel?lid=8h5tl1ui88o0&utm_medium=Email&utm_source=Nurture&utm_campaign=Cnvs_Confused_Nurture_Non-Specific_Newsletter_Jul26_Champion&utm_content=Non-specific_Jul26Newsletter0-12_Champion&utm_term=20260727
https://namrider.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/all-members-ride-02.08.26.gpx
https://namrider.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Menu1-scaled.jpg
https://namrider.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Menu2-scaled.jpg
mailto:ride@namerider.com


 

3 

ANNOUNCEMENT FROM YOUR CHIEF OBSERVER  

Well, things have certainly changed for me and for the club over the past couple of months. David 

Steedman has handed me the reins, and I am very grateful for all the hard work he has put in over 

the last four years. I just hope I can live up to both his expectations and yours. As for the future, 

don’t worry — I don’t want to reinvent the wheel. 

We have had several test passes in the past months, so congratulations to you all and to your 

observers. Over the next few weeks, while the good weather is still with us, don’t forget the all-

members ride. It is a great way to gain experience of group riding. There is also the full members’ 

ride for those who have passed their test; this is normally a little longer and more technical in 

comparison. 

So, what has happened to the position I was doing? Well, that has been handed over to Rod McKay. 

Some of you may already have met him, as he has started doing the ride briefings. I hope we can all 

support him in this position and help fill up all the rides. 

 Full members, if it has been a while since you passed your test, why not ask for a refresher ride with 

one of our very experienced observers? Refresher rides are free, contact me to organise one. 

I look forward to talking to you all. Remember, if you have any questions or ideas, please contact 

me. 

All the best, 

John Sinclair 

 

SEPTEMBER CLUB NIGHT 

Our club night in September will be on Tuesday the 8th at The Station in Killingworth.  This will be a 

social gathering after the holiday season.  

MACHINE CONTROL SESSION 

Our second Machine Control session of the year will be on Sunday 13th September.  This will be held 

at Quorum Business Park starting at 10am. 

 

  

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/The+Station/@55.0325399,-1.5853902,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x487e717b418b095b:0xb54ed4d54fb1be35!8m2!3d55.0325399!4d-1.5810128?shorturl=1
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Quorum+Park/@55.0222658,-1.5773857,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x487e716da71e6717:0xfc6bf6f2b6d4f3dc!8m2!3d55.0222658!4d-1.5773857!16s%2Fm%2F0gmd681!5m1!1e1?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDcyOS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D


 

4 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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YOUR COMMITTEE 
Role Name Email address 

Chair Colin Irvine chair@namrider.com 

Secretary Neil Patterson secretary@namrider.com 

Treasurer Dave Baston treasurer@namrider.com 

Chief Observer John Sinclair chief-observer@namrider.com 

Membership Secretary Chris Fahey membership@namrider.com 

Ride Out Coordinator Rod McKay ride@namrider.com 

Marketing Lead Keith Miller marketing@namrider.com 

Social Lead Vacant social@namrider.com 

Newsletter Editor Rick Henderson newsletter@namrider.com 

Group Data Manager David Steedman webmaster@namrider.com 

 

The sole aim of your committee is to ensure the club continues to run and meet its objectives. They 

are selected by the membership to serve all members of the group, so it is both the right and 

responsibility of each member to ensure any issues, queries, concerns etc. are brought to the 

attention of the committee as soon as possible. 

 

Honorary President - Michael Sutherland 

mailto:chair@namrider.com
mailto:secretary@namrider.com
mailto:treasurer@namrider.com
mailto:chief-observer@namrider.com
mailto:membership@namrider.com
mailto:ride@namrider.com
mailto:marketing@namrider.com
mailto:social@namrider.com
mailto:newsletter@namrider.com
mailto:webmaster@namrider.com

